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The 20th Krakow Photomonth 

____ 

The jubilee 20th-anniversary edition of Krakow Photomonth begins 26 May. It 

will be a focused, inquiring, and researched critical commentary on current 

political and social phenomena, and one we are pursuing as an expression of 

solidarity with Ukraine. As per tradition, the festival will promote emerging 

artists, and through workshops and meetings provide a platform for students 

to exchange experiences, and to encourage experimentation and an approach 

of working with images as creative play. 

 

The flagship production of this year’s edition is the exhibition I Was Lookin’ Back 

to See if You Were Lookin’ Back at Me to See Me Lookin’ Back at You, which is an 

extension of the international art and research project Why Pictures? Curators 

Magdalena Kownacka and Anna Olszewska invited individuals engaged with 

artistic and scientific practice to cooperate in order to examine the mutual 

relationship between humans, images, and technology. Talking plants, eye trackers, 

heat maps, a miracle worker’s encephalograph, AI-generated faces of nonexistent 

people, as well as classic photographs of Nowa Huta and photographic notes by the 

late Władysław Hasior—and all of this under the roof of the Nowa Huta Museum 

in the former Światowid cinema. 

 

The exhibition Wasn’t Built in a Day, presented at the Bunkier Sztuki Gallery of 

Contemporary Art, promises to be no less intriguing. It is a story told by artists about 

the ‘bygone’ Krakow that has hosted Photomonth over the past two decades; and 

also about the present-day city, for, as Maciej Maleńczuk once sang, ‘Nothing has 
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changed.’ The artists refer to suppressed histories and contemporary symptoms of 

deliberate effacement, of sweeping under the carpet. At the same time, it is an 

exhibition about contemporary Poland as a whole, with Krakow an incarnation of 

the country’s spirit. The exhibition’s curator is Stanisław Ruksza, who is associated 

with the TRAFO Centre for Contemporary Art in Szczecin. The exhibition will 

include new works by the likes of Maciej Cholewa, Marta Romankiv, Łukasz 

Surowiec, and Nagrobki (Maciej Salamon and Adam Witkowski). 

 

The ShowOFF Section is the part of the festival devoted to premiering projects by 

emerging artists, with the artists chosen via open call. The organisers, in 

collaboration with a team of invited curators, provide them with mentoring as well 

as organisational and promotional support. The result of this comprehensive 

cooperation is the presentation of six project premieres in galleries across Krakow. 

ShowOFF is an educational and promotional platform with international scope, 

offering specific insight into the focuses and creativity of artists standing on the 

threshold of international careers. 

 

The span of themes and creative approaches presented in this year’s ShowOFF 

Section is, as always, wide-ranging. Tori Ferenc focuses the lens on herself and her 

family during the first weeks of motherhood in a time of pandemic. Hailun Luo tells 

an equally intimate story about her grandfather, disabled but full of life and 

emanating a buoyant spirit. Katarzyna Szweda explores the difficult relationship 

between history and family roots through the prism of the fate of the Lemkos ethnic 

group. Chloé Azzopardi, in her performative project, analyses the personal 

experience of dissociation. At the opposite extreme, Hanna Rozpara’s project 
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concentrates on the formal search for, and abstractness of, images. And Anna 

Solecka, the youngest of this year’s ShowOFF laureates, tackles the difficult 

relationship she has with her Homeland—Poland. 

 

The Fringe Section is another opportunity to seek out the accomplishments and 

inquiries of talented young creators. For the second time, as part of the exhibition 

8304, we will see the presentation of some thirty projects by students from leading 

Polish art academies (the Academy of Art in Szczecin, University of the Arts in 

Poznań, and the Łódź Film School). The second part of Fringe consists of ten 

projects, submitted via open call or initiated by the organisers, which combine an 

experimental approach to form, site of implementation, and theme. The invited 

artists will show their works in public spaces, courtyards, attics, and studios. 

 

Krakow Photomonth has, together with the Fotofestiwal in Łódź, organised a block 

of events, in the spirit of solidarity and as a means of direct support, in reaction to 

Russian aggression against Ukraine and the suppression of freedom in Belarus. In 

Krakow, we will exhibit the results of artistic residencies of artists from Belarus 

(organised together with the Sputnik Photos collective and the Staromiejski Cultural 

Centre); and a group exhibition of artists from Ukraine who will show their works 

together with members of the Czwartek collective. This year, Łódź will be hosting 

Odesa Photo Days and Minsk Photomonth, festivals which could not take place 

under normal circumstances in their respective cities due to the war in Ukraine and 

the Belarusian regime’s repression. The shared goal for Krakow Photomonth and 

Fotofestiwal is to support Ukrainian and Belarusian artists. 
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A slate of educational events will be devoted to the current geopolitical situation, as 

well as the influence of images on our everyday lives and perception of the world. 

The war in Ukraine is the first conflict that we are all following live via social media. 

Topics such as how to react to and handle images of war, how images affect us as 

individuals and as a community, and whether we can utilise images to impact reality, 

will set the stage for a series of discussions, workshops, meetings, and presentations. 

 

One event during the festival’s opening weekend will be a conference, organised by 

the Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow, to accompany the release of WELCOME, a 

publication of which Photomonth is co-publisher. Participants will include Anda 

Rottenberg and Jarosław Mikołajewski, among others. This year’s Photomonth 

programme will additionally be complemented by parallel exhibitions organised by 

our regular partners: the Nuremberg House (of Ewa Doroszenko and Jacek 

Doroszenko), the Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow (Dominik Ritszel), and a series 

of events prepared by the Museum of Photography in Krakow (the exhibition Facing 

Britain and the museum’s permanent exhibition, together with accompanying 

events). 

 

The opening weekend of the jubilee 20th edition of Krakow Photomonth will take 

place 26–29 May. The monthlong festival will run until 26 June. 

 

Krakow Photomonth is financed by the City of Krakow and the Polish Ministry of 

Culture and National Heritage via its Promotion of Culture Fund. 
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Krakow Photomonth 

26 May–26 June, 2022 

photomonth.com 

 

Group exhibitions 

 

NOWA HUTA MUSEUM 

IWLBtS/iYWLBaM/tSMLBaY (I Was Lookin’ Back to See if You Were Lookin’ Back 

at Me to See Me Lookin’ Back at You) 

Artists: Marek Chlanda, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Władysław Hasior, Henryk 

Hermanowicz, Karolina Jarzębak, Irena Kalicka and Janek Płatek, Katarzyna 

Kozyra, Marx Machines, Janusz Podlecki, post_noviki, Mariusz Sołtysik, Dominik 

Stanisławski 

Curators: Magdalena Kownacka, Anna Olszewska 

 

BUNKIER SZTUKI GALLERY OF CONTEMPORARY ART 

Wasn’t Built in a Day 

Artists: Maciej Cholewa, Michał Jankowski, Nagrobki (Maciej Salamon and Adam 

Witkowski), Grażyna Monika Olszewska/Rufus, Marta Romankiv, Łukasz 

Surowiec, Aga Szreder and Rafał Żwirek, Andrzej Wasilewski 

Curator: Stanisław Ruksza 
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SZARA KAMIENICA GALLERY (GREY HOUSE GALLERY) 

Slava Ukraini! 

Artists: Lesha Berezovskiy, Valentine Bo, Mishka Bochkaryov, Max Dutka, 

Maksim Finogeev, Yuliia Frolova, Gorsad, Daniel Kosoy, Daniel Kotliar, Yulia 

Krivich, Sasha Kurmaz, Artem Nadyozhin, Victoria Pidust, Kristina Podobed, Julie 

Poly, Nikita Sereda, Anton Shebetko, Elena Subach, Daria Svertilova, Synchrodogs, 

Lisa Vlasenko, Genia Volkov, Kris Vóitkiv, Yan Wasiuchnik, and members of the 

Czwartek collective 

Curators: Czwartek collective 

 

Najwyższa forma sztuki 

Hleb Burnashev, Ihar Hancharuk, Ala Savashevich 

Curator: Adam Pańczuk 

 

ShowOFF Section 

 

ZPAF GALLERY 

Tori Ferenc 

In Waiting 

Curator: Lola Paprocka 

 

PIANA GALLERY 

Chloé Milos Azzopardi 

The Exchange #2 
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Curator: Iñaki Domingo 

 

PODBRZEZIE GALLERY UP 

Hanna Rozpara 

Transparency 

Curator: Clare Strand 

 

PODBRZEZIE GALLERY UP 

Anna Solecka 

Homeland 

Curator: Inga Schneider 

 

WIDNA GALLERY 

Hailun Luo 

Yaya 

Curator: Katarzyna Kozyra 

 

CRICOTEKA 

Katarzyna Szweda 

There Is No One Nearby to Share With 

Curator: Magdalena Ujma 

 

FRINGE 

8304 
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Group exhibition of thirty students from Polish art academies 

Curators: Patrycja Filarska, Maja Pasternak 

 

Akademia Sztuki w Szczecinie  

Aleksandr Demianiuk, Wiktoria Kucharczak, Martyna Pasternak,Paulina 

Pawłowska, Klaudia Prabucka, Kamil Winnicki, Mikołaj Wojnar, Izabela 

Wowczko, Melania Wróblewska 

 

Uniwersytet Artystyczny im. Magdaleny Abakanowicz w Poznaniu   

Daniel Dąbrowski, Lena Peplińska, Jakub Rudzik, Andrzej Staniek, Andrzej 

Szwabe, Maciej Szymkowiak, Kristina Visotskaya, Rafał Wojciechowski, Klara 

Woźniak 

 

Państwowa Wyższa Szkoła Filmowa, Telewizyjna i Teatralna im. Leona Schillera 

w Łodzi  

Bartosz Fatek, Natalia Godek, Alicja Godyń, Nilo Hartman, Jakub Jezierski, 

Monika Jóźwicka, Michalina Kacperak, Hanna Nawrot, Grzegorz Piotrowski, 

Sonia Witak   

 

Ula Urban  

Bezkresne pola nieludzkiej ziemi  

urban installation 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/xdalexxy/
https://www.instagram.com/wikoltrans/
https://www.instagram.com/martyna_pasternak/
https://www.instagram.com/paulinepawlowska/
https://www.instagram.com/paulinepawlowska/
https://www.instagram.com/prabuckaklaudia/
https://www.instagram.com/kamil_winnicki/
https://www.instagram.com/mikolajwojnar/
https://www.instagram.com/lastinmyclass/
https://www.instagram.com/lastinmyclass/
https://www.instagram.com/melaniewroblewska/
https://www.instagram.com/d_a_b_r_o_w_s_k_i/
https://www.instagram.com/lenapepl/
https://www.instagram.com/tzw.rudzik/
https://www.instagram.com/andrzej.staniek/
https://www.instagram.com/aszwabe/
https://www.instagram.com/aszwabe/
https://www.instagram.com/macko_jablonsky/
https://www.instagram.com/kristina.wysocka/
https://www.instagram.com/rafal_wojciechowski/
https://www.instagram.com/klara.wozniak/
https://www.instagram.com/klara.wozniak/
https://www.instagram.com/bartosz_fatek/
https://www.instagram.com/godeknatalia/
https://www.instagram.com/budynnnn/
https://www.instagram.com/nilo_hartman/
https://www.instagram.com/jakub_jezierski/
https://www.instagram.com/mala.chinka/
https://www.instagram.com/mkacperak/
https://www.instagram.com/hannawrot/
https://www.instagram.com/grzesiek_piotr/
https://www.instagram.com/soniawitak/
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Krystyna Korpyta 

Bottega bigosse 

wystawa kioskowa  

 

DWOREK BIAŁOPRĄDNICKI 

Turnusik 

my mrówmy, mrówmy Turnus  

building social sculptures 

 

PARK IM. HENRYKA JORDANA 

Sara Perovic  

My Father’s Legs  

kuratorka: Urszula Kahul  

an outdoor exhibition, a game of tennis and a meeting with the artist 

 

BRONOWICE, UL. KRAKUSÓW 1A 

Maria Słabek & Olga Neugebauer  

Wasze bloki są zajebiste  

an exhibition of neighborhood totems and a festival 

 

LOTNISKO KRAKÓW-RAKOWICE-CZYŻYNY 

Julia Walkowiak & Mikołaj Tkacz  

Yoshimurka (murka murka)  

sound performance 
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Rodzinny ogród działkowy Małe Błonia 

Ola Nenko  

Nadając nowy sens  

Sunday grill and farewell to FRINGE 2022 

 

ASP 

GALLERY ASP 

(un) WELCOME 

Artystki i artyści: Monika Drożyńska, Pamela Bożek, Marta Romankiv, Irmina 

Rusicka, Adelina Cimochowicz, Justyna Górniak, Natalia Wiernik, Omar 

Marquez, Anastasja Nekipelaya, Elena Subach, Joanna Rajkowska, Krzysztof 

Wodiczko, Maria Mathiasova 

Kuratorka: Joanna Kunert (MNRT) 

 

GALLERY ASP 

Dominiki Ritszel 

SPAZMATIKON 

Kuratorka: Emilia Kutrzeba 

 

and 

 

DOM NORYMBERSKI 

Ewa Doroszenko, Jacek Doroszenko 

Widok na oceany 


